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Subject:  "Tlie  Sei/ving  Corner,"  Information  approved,  oy  the  Bureau  of 
Home  Econoiaics,  U.  S.  D.  A. 


"CTl'iile  I*ve  been  putting  in  my  spare  moments  sewing  this  past 
week,  I  We  "been  thinking  over  this  job  of  home  dressinaking»    I  *ve  been 
wondering  just  why  so  rjany  h6usekeepers  tell  me  ths,t  they  enjoy  cook- 
ing   "imt  dislike  sewing.    Did  you  ever  think  that  the  place  where  the 
sewing  ?;as  done  and  the  organization  of  the  job  may  be  the  reason  for 
tliis  attitude? 

For  years  novi  we*ve  been  hearing  a,bout  convenient,  time-saving 
and  labor-saving  kitchens.  Most  of  us  laiow  tliat  it  saves  steps,  saves 
hours  of  work  to  have  a  well-arranged  Mtchen  with  the  riglit  equipment 
conveniently  placed  and  easy  to  use. 

But,  to  my  way  of  thinking,  not  enoxigli  has  been  said  about  con- 
venient and  comfortable  sevdng  rooms — or  sevTing  corners,  as  most  of  us 
have  in  our  small  homes  today.      \7henever  anyone  complains  to  me  that 
she  dislikes  sewing,  that  she  finds  home  dressmaking  a  tiresome,  tedious 
job,  I  always  suspect  that  she  hasnH  arranged  a  convenient  sewing  corner 
to  work  in.    Any  job  is  disagreeable  and  irritating  if  you  have  to  waste 
necdle'^s  time  over  it,  going  from  room  to  room,  to  use  the  equipment 
that  should  be  centered  in  one  place,    IThen  you  have  to  cut  out  your  dress 
on  the  dining  room  table,  take  it  into  the  front  room  to  stitch  it  on 
the  machine,  walk  back  t  o  the  ld.tchcn  or  laundry  to  press  it  on  the  iron- 
ing board  and  so  on,  of  course    the  job  is  tiresome.    IIq  wonder  the  work 
seems  slow  and  irritating. 

Another  tiling  that  makes  any  job  annoying  is  poor  tools,  unsuitable 
tools  or  too  few  of  them.      This  holds  true  of  sewing  as  of  anytliing  else. 
To  sew  pleasantly  and  efficiently  you  need  the  right  things  to  sew  v/ith 
and  you  need  them  centered  in  one  place  where  you  can  use  them  v/hen  you 
need  them. 

Lots  of  us  are  sevdng  for  the  family  in  these  thrifty  days.  To 
do  the  job  well  and  quickly  we  home  seamstresses  need  either  a  sevdng 
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room  or  a  sewing  corner  fitted  up  for  comfort  and  convenience—a  "basiness- 
like  center  where  we  can  do  a  i:;^ood  JoId  easily. 

There *s  still  another  reason  vfhy  some  women  dislike  sCTang,  In 
many  homes  the  homomalL-er  sits  down  to  her  sev/ing  after  the  hard  work  of 
the  day  is  over,  when  she  is  tired,    ITaturally,  it  is  especially  tiresome 
at  this  time  to  have  to  go  all  over  the  house  to  ^t  the  sewing  equipment 
together  and  then  to  imt  it  away  in  addition  to  doing  tho  scvdng  work  it- 
self. 

And  heroes  another  point.     Scattered,  haphazard  equipment  is 
usually  the  result  of  lack  of  planning.    That  often  leads  to  doing  the 
wrong  thing  first  and  then  having  to  rip  the  vrork  out  and  do  it  over. 
Naturally  tliis  Just  increases  the  distaste  for  sewing,    Now,  if  the  con- 
fusion and  annoyance  as  well  as  the  time  and  energy'-  spent  on  collecting 
the  equipment,  using  it  and  patting  it  away  could  l)e  v;ell-ordered  and 
practically  automatic,  as  it  often  is  in  our  kitchens  surely  sewing  vrould 
seem  a  pleasant or  occupation. 

If  for  the  salce  of  economy  and  hecause  you  want  satisfactory 
clothes  you  are  doing  the  sewing  anyway,  why  not  make  it  a  pleasant  jot? 

Isn't  there  a  corner  in  your  "bedroom,  for  exejuple,  or  in  some  other 
room  that  you  can  dedicate  to  sewing?    Here  will  be  the  place  for  your 
sewing  basket  and  machine.    Here  you*  11  keep  your  cutting  table.  Then 
put  up  some  shelves,  a  small  cabinet,  to  hold  the  pressing  cloths,  press- 
ing pads,  fashion  ma^gines,  clothing  bulletins  and  so  forth.    In  this 
same  cabinet  small  drawers  with  sections  for  tape  measures,  rulers,  etc. 
Convenient  boxes  or  cases  vdll  hold  your  pins,  shears,  th-imbles,  brashes. 
Small  wooden  racks  or  spool  trays  can  he  fixed  Just  the  right  size  for 
your  spools  of  tliread. 

Such  a  corner,  of  course,  should  be  arranged  so  that  you  will  have 
good  light  on  your  work  hoth  in  the  daytime  and  in  the  evening.    A  hay 
window  is  often  a  pleasant  location^  for  the  sewing  workshop.    For  evening 
Use,  he  sure  you  have  a  lamp  that  throws  plenty  of  light  on  the  bed  of 
your  sewing  machine,  cutting  table  or  on  the  work  you  arc  doing  by  hand, 
ind  you'll  want  to  consider  comfort  not  only  the  ligliting  hut  also  the 
seating  arrangements.    A  comfortable  easy  chair  is  the  tiling  for  hand  sew- 
ing and  a  little  straiglit  chair  for  the  machine. 

Such  a  comer,  of  course,  needs  an  ironing  hoard  at  hand,  since 
pressing  at  every  step  of  the  way  is  often  necessary  for  successful  dress- 
making.     Even  if  there  is  another  ironing  board  in  your  Icitchen    or  laun- 
dry, it  will  save  you  many  steps  to  have  one  right  at  hond  wMle  you  are 
sowing.    If  your  space  is  limited  he  sure  it  is  a  folding  bo£trd,  preferably 
one  attached  to  the  wall.      It  is  so  clumsy  and  such  a  bother  to  have  to 
halance  your  board  on  two  tipsy  chairs  every  time  you  want  to  press. 

Aiother  convenient  item  for  the  sev/ing  comer  is  a  long  mirror. 
For  good  reflection,  you  know,  a  mirror  should  he  placed  so  that  the  light 
falls  not  on  the  mirror  but  on  the  person    standing  in  front  of  it,  A 
position  hetween  two    windows  is  a  good  one  for  a  mirror.    For  evening 
reflection,  wall  lights  on  either  side  give  the  same  effect. 
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"But,"  I  hear  somc"body  say,   "wouldnH  sucli  a  sevdng  corner  spoil 
tiie  aopearance  of  a  room,  make  it  look  amtidy'j'" 

Ko,  not  if  it  is  arran;.;;;ecL  and  furnished  with  care,  just  as  you 
would  fiirnish  any  other  part  of  your  house.    Of  course,  the  furnishings 
should  harmonize  with  the  rest  of  the  room  as  iiuxch  as  possitlG,  Bright 
attractive  curtains  that  harmonize  vdth  the  color  scheme  of  the  room  can 
conceal  the  shelves  and  the  folding  ironing  hoard.    If  you  have  no  clothes 
nearby,  a  simple  "built-in  space  should  be  provided  ?ath  a  rack  and  a 
couple  of  hangers  where  you  can  hang  a  partly  finished  garment,    A  cur*- 
taim  can  also  conceal  this  space.    The  easy  chair  for  sevdng,  the  lamp 
"beside  it,  the  long  rairror  and  even  the  sowing  basket  itself--all  of 
those  things  will  add  to  the  appear  nice  of  your  room.    If  you  are  like 
m.e  and  generally  nmst  do  your  sewing  in  odd  moments  between  other  jobs 
so  that  you  find  it  hard  to  tidy  up  between  times,  a  decorative  screen 
can  be  used  to  conceal  your  sewing  corner. 

""What I    All  this  work  just    for  a  place  to  do  the  serang? " 

Try  it,  Arabella,  and  you^ll  find  that  it  is  very  small  omoiuit  of 
work  after  ail  when  you  consider  the  time  you^ll  save  not  on^ry  this  sea« 
son  but  every  time  you  have  a  sewing  job  through  the  years.    Yes,  and 
when  you  consider  the  comfort  and  the  pleasure  you  can  get  out  of  a  sew- 
ing center  that  is  both  attractive  and  useful. 

VJhile  we* re  tallcing  about  home  sewing,  I'd  like  to  pass  on  a 
mending  idea  which  my  Nexi^icor  Neighbor  gave  me. 

She  keeps  domstairs  what  she  calls  the  "chatting  mending  basket." 
IThenever  a  neighbor  drops  in  for  a  chat,  she  has  this  baslcet  ready  so  that 
she  can  work  as  she  talks.    In  it  she  keeps  always  about  an  hour  or  so  of 
work.    In  order  to  do  this  she  keeps  watch  of  all  clothing  tho.t  requires 
mending,    \ihatever  should  be  done 'first,  she  puts  on  top  of  her  basket. 

My  neighbor  tolls  me  that  last  year  she  used  only  these  chatting 
times  for  the  family  m.ending  and  the  time  was  so  r.mch  more  pleasantly 
spent  thrji  when  she  did  the  job  in  sol-itude.    Because  she  has  r^any  friends 
she  usually  has  at  least  one  visitor  a  day  co  she  managed  to  do  a  little 
mending  this  v^ray  each  day.    That  meant  that  the  job  never  piled  up  on  her. 
It  was  a  case,  you  see,  of  a  stitch  in  time  saving  the  extra  nine. 
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